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It was one thing to develop such an industry and to
maintain it against newcomers, but another to build it up
in the face of competition and to hold it against those who
developed the business, knew all its ins and outs, and had
their experience bought, paid for, and written off long ago.
For America to be independent of Germany as regards
dye-stuffs, it was urged that the intermediate products
must be made on a large scale, and to do this they would
require a protective duty sufficient to allow the trade to
be developed. The present duty of 10 per cent was stated
to be insufficient protection, because of the convention
which controlled the industry in Germany and immediately
reduced prices by the amount of the tax. The unfair
competition of Germany could be easily checked, if the
Government would incorporate in their tariff what was
known as the " dumping clause," which forbids the im-
portation into, and the selling of, in the United States of
any products at a less price than they are sold in the
country where they are produced. The manufacture of
explosives would increase the consumption of intermediate
products, for no country would care to be dependent on
a foreign supply of toluol or carbolic acid. In self-defence,
it was urged that some sort of a tariff should be created
to protect the industry.
The experience of the Benzol Products Company, which
started in a small way to manufacture aniline oil, was that,
although a tariff of 10 per cent was placed on aniline oil
by Congress, foreign manufacturers reduced their prices
to a point where it was impossible to compete. Similarly
in England the manufacture of alpha and beta naphthol
and of H and G acids had been hindered because the
Germans dumped down their large surplus.
There was a movement on foot in 1909 to revise the
American patent laws on the lines of recent British amend-
ments, but Germany negotiated a treaty, by which the
German compulsory working clause was made inoperative
on American inventions. But in America changes of the
patent laws are not regarded of importance to the dye-
stuff industry, for there are quite enough dyes on which
the patents have expired to constitute a large industry.
A committee of the American Chemical Society reported